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SUBJECT: LATEST OPINION POLLS INDICATE LITTLE TREND IN SWEDISH POLITIC 
S 

SUMMARY: LATEST PUBLIC OPINION POLLS CONFIRM MODEST UPTURN 
IN SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY FORTUNES. WITHIN CAMP OF THREE 
NON- SOCIALIST OPPOSITION PARTIES, CONSERVATIVE PARTY IS STAGING 
A MILD COMBACK AND CENTER PARTY IS SAGGING A BIT. OVER- ALT. 

TREND OF POLLS DURING WINTER SEASON HAS BEEN ENCOURAGING TO 
PALME CGOVERNMENT, BUT SOCDEMS ARE FAR FROM OUT OF THE WOODS. 
POLLS AGREE THAT NON- SOCIALIST OPPOSITION WOULD HAVE POLLED 
A MAJORITY IF ELECTIONSHAD BEEN HELD IN FEBRUARY. END SUMMARY 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. SIFO OPINION RESEARCH AGENCY, A 
REPUTABLE INSTITUTION, PUBLISHED FIGURES THIS WEEK ON ITS 
FEBRUARY POLL OF 1688 VOTERS ASKED " WHICH PARTY DO YOU FAVOR 
TODAY." THE SHIFT IN OPINION, AS COMPARED TO JANUARY RESULTS, 

WAS SMALL. MODERATE ( CONSERVATIVE) PARTY CONTINUED SLOW CLIMB 
BACK FROM ALL- TIME LOW WHILE CENTER PARTY, WHICH CRESTED TO 
ALL- TIME HIGH LAST YEAR, CONTINUED ITS MILD DOWNSLIDE. SOCIAL 
DEMOCRATIC PARTY HELD ITS HEARTENING JANUARY GAIN, AND LEFT 
COMMUNIST PARTY MADE SMALL COMEBACK FROM JANUARY " SLUMP." 
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2. FOLLOWING ARE SIFO RESULTS ( COMPARABLE JANUARY FIGURES IN 
PARENTHESES): SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY 43 ( 43); CENTER PARTY 
27(28); LIBERAL PARTY 13 (12.5); MODERATE PARTY 11.5 (11); 

LEFT COMMUNIST PARTY 4.0 (3.5); CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC UNION 

I. 0 (1.5); SWEDISH COMMUNIST PARTY ( FORMERLY KFML) 0.5 (0.5) ; 

DON' T KNOW 9.5 (9.5). 

3. CENTRAL STATISTICAL BEUREAU, WHICH RUNS POLL LESS OFTEN BUT 
ON BASIS OF MUCH WIDER SLICE OF ELECTORATE ( SSCIENTIFICALLY 
CHOSEN SAMPLE OF 9000). PUBLISHED RESULTS OF SURVEY MADE 
FEBRUARY 1 ON QUESTION: " HOW WOULD YOU VOTE IF THERE WERE 
ELECTION IN NEXT FEW DAYS? " CSB GIVES RESULTS IN FORM OF A 
PERCENTAGE SPREAD. IT CLAIMS 95 PERCENT CERTAINTY THAT A 
NATIONAL VOTE WOULD VALL WITHIN ITS SPREAD. CSB RESULTS 
GENERALLY REFLECT SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC UPTURN EARLIER IDENTIFIED 
BY SIFON MODEST RESURGENCE OF MODERATE PARTY AND MOLD SLOPING 
OFF OF CENTER PARTY. CSB, LIKE SIFO, GIVES COMBINED BOURGEOIS 
PARTIES AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY OF POPULAR VOTE AND CLEAR LEAD OF 
AROUND 4 TO 5 PERCENT OVER SOCDEMS AND COMMUNISTS COMBINED. 

BUT BOURGEOIS LEAD CLEARLY NARROWED IN NOVEMBER- FEBRUARY PERIOD, 
ACCORDING TO BOTH POLLS. 

4. FOLLOWING ARE CSB POLL RESULTS ( FEBRUARY 1 PERCENTAGE 
SPREAD FIGURES ARE FOLLOWED BY COMPARABLE MID- NOVEMBER FIGURES 
IN PARENTHESES): SOCDEM PARTY 40.8-41.9 ( 40.0-41.2); CENTER 
25.7-26.9(26.1-27.3); LIBERAL 12.6-13.4 (13.0-13.8); MODERATE 

II. 0-118 (10.5-1 1.3) LEFT COMMUNIST PARTY 4.9-5.5 (5.4-6 .0); 

OTHERS 2.3-3.0 (2.2-3.9). END UNCLASSIFIED BEGIN LIMITED 
OFFICIAL USE 

5. COMMENT: THESE SETS OF FIGURES TEND TO CONFIRM PATTERN 
WHICH BECAME DISCERNIBLE TOWARD END OF 1972, VIZ BEGINNING OF 

AN UPTURN IN SOCDEM FORTUNES FROM LOW POINT IN MEDTERM / RECESSION 
SLUMP AND, AT SAME TIME, A FLATTENING OUR OF THE PREVIOUSLY 
RISING POPULARITY CURVE OF THE THREE NON- SOCIALIST 
OPPOSITION PARTIES. THIS IS A RATHER OMINOUS PICTURE FOR THE 
OPPOSITION SIX MONTHS BEFORE ELECTION DAY, ALTHOUGH SOCDEMS 
ARE FAR FROM OUT OF THE WOODS. FACT REMAINS THAT AT BEST 
GOVERNING PARTY IS STILL DISTINCTLY BELOW PERCENTAGE LEVEL 
(45.3) IT ACHEIVED IN 1970 ELECTIONS AND THAT CURRENT UPTURN 
IN SOCDEM POPULARITY IS FAR FROM SPECTACULAR. WILL SEND FULL 
RESULTS AND FURTHER ANALYSIS BY AIRGRAM. 
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